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ARTICLE I 
Name 


The name of this congregation shall be 
Bethany Lutheran Church of Astoria, Oregon. 


ARTICLE II 
Nature and Aim 


Section 1. The congregation is the body of 
Christ. It consists of believers who seek their 
own salvation and that of their fellow men by 
using the means of grace and the spiritual gifts 
as directed in the Word of God. 

Section 2. The aim of this church shall be 
to work for the upbuilding and extension. of 
God’s Kingdom. This aim it seeks to realize by 
a diligent use of the Word of God in private 
and public worship, in the instruction of the 
youth, and by the use of the Sacraments and the 
labor and gifts of love, in a manner that may 
lead to the edification of believers and the salva- 
tion of the unsaved at home and in foreign 
fields. 

ARTICLE III 
Confession 

Section 1. This congregation believes and 
confesses that the Holy Scriptures—the canon- 
ical books of the Old and the New Testament— 
are the Word of God, revealed for the salvation 
of man, and hence the only source and rule of 
faith, doctrine and life. 
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Section 2. This congregation accepts and 
adheres to the Apostolic, the Nicene and the 
Athanasian Creeds, to the unaltered Augsburg 
Confession, and Luther’s small Catechism. Noth- 
ing contrary to these confessions shall be taught 
in the congregation, either in preaching or in 
the instruction of children and youth. 

Section 3. This congregation subscribes to 
the “Guiding principles and Rules for Work” 
adopted by the Lutheran Free Church. 


ARTICLE IV 
Membership and Suffrage 

Section 1. Adults who wish to unite with 
this congregation must: 

(a) Be baptized with Christian baptism. 

(b) By confession and life show that they 

seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness. 

(c) Subscribe to this constitution. 

Section 2, Admission may be granted by 
presenting letter of transfer from some recog- 
nized Lutheran congregation. 

Section 3. All children of parents who are 
members of this congregation become members 
by baptism. 

Section 4. Catechumens who are not mem- 
bers of this congregation become members by 
the act of confirmation if they so desire. 

Section 5. All members who are over 20 
years of age and not under church censure shall 
be entitled to vote in all meetings of the con- 
gregation. 

Section 6, It is the sacred privilege and duty 
of all members to assist in the spiritual upbuild- 
ing of the congregation and contribute to its 
financial support according as God has blessed 
them. 

ARTICLE V 
Discipline 

Section 1. This congregation zealously seeks 

to maintain purity of doctrine and life among 
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its members, and if anyone acts in a manner 
unworthy of his high calling as a Christian, it 
strives in brotherly love by exhortation and 
prayer to lead the erring one to repentance and 
restore him to faith. 

Section 2. Discipline shall be exercised ac- 
cording to Matt. 18: 15-18 and I Cor. 5. 

Section 3. Each case of discipline shall be 
brought before the congregation by the Board of 
Deacons. 

ARTICLE VI 


Business Meetings 

Section 1. This congregation recognizes no 
superior ecclesiastical authority of government, 
but manages its own affairs subject to the 
authority of the Word and the Spirit of God. 

Section 2. This congregation shall hold an 
annual meeting on the second Thursday of 
January in each year. Quarterly meetings shall 
be held in the months of April, July and 
October. 

Section 3. Business meetings shall be called 
by the pastor, or by the chairman of the Church 
Council, and shall be publicly announced at 
least five (5) days before the meeting is to be 
held. 

Section 4. Special meetings shall be called 
when found necessary by the pastor or Church 
Council or requested in writing by five (5) vot- 
ing members in good standing. 

Section 5. The presiding officer of the busi- 
ness meeting shall be the pastor or some person 
whom the meeting shall elect. 

Section 6. Five members shall constitute a 
quorum. 

ARTICLE VII 
Officers 

Section 1. The officers of this congregation 
shall be: 

1. A Pastor. 

2. <A Secretary. 

Jae AeLreasurer. 


4, A Sunday School Superintendent . 

5. Three (or more) Deacons. 

6. Three (or more) Trustees. 

Section 2. The election or discharge of a 
pastor must take place at a legally called con- 
gregational meeting and requires a two-thirds 
majority vote of the ballots cast. In case of 
discharge of a pastor takes place at the meeting, 
notice must be given him three months in 
advance. 

When the pastor wishes to sever his con- 
nection with the congregation he must give 
notice thereof three months in advance. 

Section 3. The pastor shall keep accurate 
records, such as church records, records of 
Baptisms, Confirmations, Marriages and Deaths. 

Section 4. The secretary shall keep the 
records of the congregational meetings, and pre- 
serve the archives of the congregation. He shall 
be elected at the annual meeting for one year. 

Section 5. The treasurer shall safely keep 
and accurately account for all contributions 
and moneys to the congregation and disburse 
them as directed. He shall be elected at the 
annual meeting for one year. 

Section 6. The duty of the superintendent 
shall be to look after the welfare of the Sunday 
School and with the necessary assistants and 
teachers conduct it according to the rules laid 
down by the congregation. He shall be elected 
for a term of one year at the annual meeting of 
the congregation. 

Section 7. The deacons shall assist the 
pastor in the spiritual care of the congregation, 
and shall ascertain whether applicants for mem- 
bership have the necessary qualifications. To- 
gether with the pastor they shall constitute the 
church council. The deacons are elected at the 
annual meeting, one each year for a term of 
three years. 

Section 8. The trustees are to supervise the 
business affairs of the congregation. They are 
elected at the annual meeting, one each year 
for a term of three years. 
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ARTICLE VIII 
Property 
The property of this congregation shall not 
be disposed of or encumbered except by resolu- 
tion adopted by a two-thirds majority vote ata 
legal meeting of the congregation. In case of 
dissension and separation the property remains 
with those members which adhere to this con- 
stitution. 
ARTICLE IX 
Amendments 
This constitution shall not be repealed, 
altered or amended except by a two-thirds vote 
of the members present at the annual meeting 
of the congregation and all proposed amend- 
ments must be presented in writing and read, 
signed by at least five (5) members in good 
standing and acted on at the next following 
annual meeting. 


EBy=-E_aws 
SECTION A. 
Duties of the Congregation 

Par. 1. The congregation requires of all its 
members that they, in accordance with the goal 
of their faith and their spiritual gifts, work for 
their own salvation and for the edification of 
the brethren, and that they earnestly aid the 
congregation in its efforts to struggle against 
‘worldliness and the devil to further the work 
for strengthening and propagating the Realm 
of God among us. 

Par. 2. All members of the congregation 
must, according to ability and needs, contribute 
to the maintenance of the pastor and the con- 
gregation as well as to other necessary expen- 
ditures for God’s church. 

Par. 8. All members, parents especially, 
must take care of the Christian education of 
youth, and its becoming familiar with the fun- 
damental principles of the Christian teachings. 

Par. 4. Each member is under obligations 
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to attend public worship diligently, to appear at 
the business meetings of the congregation, and 
to submit to the discipline of the Church. 


SECTION B. 
On the Exercise of the Vote 

Par. 1. An alphabetically arranged list of 
the voting members of the congregation must 
always be at the disposal of the chairman at 
the congregational meeting, and must be read 
aloud upon the demand of the congregation. 

Par. 2. Those who during an entire year 
have neglected their duties in regard to finan- 
cial support of the congregation, who cannot 
be excused on the ground of poverty, cannot 
exercise their right to vote within the congre- 
gation until such negligence has been satis- 
factorily repaired. 

Par. 3. Members subject to chuch discipline 
cannot exercise their right to vote from the 
time the congregational council has presented 
their case to the congregational meeting, until 
they have been completely readmitted into the 
brotherhood of the congregation. 


Concerning Members who have moved away, 

have resigned or have been expelled 

(a) Members who move away from the 
congregation to reside elsewhere, or, 

(b) who resign from membership in the 
congregation, or, 

(c) who are excluded according to the 
Word of God, 

Thus lose all their membership privileges 
in the congregation until they are re-admitted. 


SECTION C. 
About Church Discipline 


Par. 1. Subject to church discipline is each 
member of the congregation, who: 

(a) Shows contempt for the Word of God 
and the teachings of the Lutheran church. 
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(b) Shows contempt for the constitution of 
this congregation. 

(c) Leads a clearly iniquitous life. 

Par. 2. If any member of the congregation 
is overwhelmed by the powers of sin, the con- 
gregation attempts to guide him gently; for 
that reason it is forbidden each and every con- 
gregation member to complain about any 
brother before the congregation unless he him- 
self, privately, has attempted to admonish him. 


Par. 3. If such brotherly admonition, in 
accordance with Matt. 18, 15—19, proves futile, 
the case may be brought before the congre- 
gational council which then, through admoni- 
tion and conviction, on the ground of the Word 
of God, tries to lead the erring member to con- 
fession and repentance. 

Par. 4. In case such disciplinary case is 
brought before the congregational council, and 
the erring brother is unwilling to repent, the 
matter may be presented to the congregation, 
supplemented by the recommendations of the 
council. 


SECTION D. 
Meetings of the Congregation 

Par. 1. All congregational meetings must be 
announced in advance, in accordance with 
Article 6, Sections 2 and 4, by publication as 
stipulated, and, as far as possible, the subjects 
to be discussed, must also be announced before- 
hand. 

Par. 2. All congregational meetings are to 
be opened with the singing of hymns, bible 
reading and prayer. 

Par. 3. The business schedule of the annual 
meeting is as follows: 

(1) Reading and approval of minutes. 

(2) Admission of new members. 

(3) Report from the pastor, jointly with 
those of the deacons concerning the spiritual 
condition of the congregation. 
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(4) Report from the board of trustees. 

(5) Report from the treasurer. 

(6) Report from the Sunday school super- 
intendent. 

Par. 4. Election of officers and committees, 
in the following order: 

(1) One secretary for the term of one year. 

(2) One treasurer for the term of one year. 

(3) One auditing committee consisting of 
3 members elected for one-year terms. 

(4) One deacon for a term of three years. 

(5) One trustee for a term of three years. 

(6) One Sunday school superintendent and 
one assistant superintendent for the term of 
one year. 

(7) One supervisory janitor for the term 
of one year. 

(8) One organist for the term of one year. 

Election of secretary, treasurer, deacon and 
trustee is by ballots, if not otherwise decided, 
and requires a majority of the votes cast; all 
other elections are by acclamation. 

Par. 5. One person may not be a deacon 
and a trustee at the same time. 


Par. 6. No one, not a member of the con- 
gregation for at least a year, may be elected 
a deacon or a trustee. 


SECTION E. 
Concerning Admission to the Congregation 


Par. 1. ((a) When anyone wishes to become 
a member of the congregation, he must notify 
the pastor or one of the deacons who, through 
conversation, determines whether the applicant 
satisfies the requirements stipulated in Article 4 
of the constitution. If the congregational council 
endorses his or her admission, the matter is 
brought before the first meeting, subject to the 
action of the congregation. 

(b) Unbaptized adults are admitted by 
baptism. 

(c) Persons who are baptized at birth and 
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whose parents do not belong to the congrega- 
tion, are admitted upon confirmation. 

Par. 2. In case confirmation has been 
neglected, and the applicant desires member- 
ship in the congregation, this may be effected 
when the pastor has informed him (or her) of 
the five parts of the catechism, or has ascer- 
tained that he (or she) possesses the necessary 
knowledge beforehand. Such a person is entitled 
to enjoy all the privileges of the congregation. 

Par. 3. When the candidates are admitted, 
the pastor reads to them the constitution of the 
congregation, and then asks each one, separ- 
ately, whether they adhere to this constitution, 
and whether they intend to remain true to it in 
the future. An audible “Yes” must be answered. 

Par. 4. If the meeting finds that the appli- 
cant has a valid reason for not being present 
when admitted to membership, admission may, 
nevertheless, take place. 


SECTION F. 

Election of Pastor and Letter of Call 

Par. 1. When a pastor is to be elected, the 
congregational meeting must, in order to con- 
summate said election, announce it beforehand, 
and also indicate the subject of the discussion. 

Par. 2. At the election of a pastor, closed 
ballots only are used. A legal election requires 
two-thirds majority. 

Par. 3. The congregational council and 
trustees thereupon issues a letter of calling to 
the pastor elected, according to the form 
adopted by the congregation, and all obligations 
therein stipulated are to be binding upon the 
pastor and the congregation. This form reads 
as follows: 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost—Amen! 

In accordance with a resolution adopted by 
Bethany Lutheran Church of Astoria, Oregon, 
we, the undersigned, hereby in behalf of the 
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congregation extend an invitation to you to 
become the pastor of this congregation. 

We require of you in this capacity: 

(1) That you publicly and privately teaeh 
the Word of God according to Holy Writ, and 
pursuant to the symbols of our Lutheran 
church. 

(2) That you publicly and privately so con- 
duct yourself as is consistent with your sacred 
office, and in keeping with the dignity of being 
a Servant of the Word. 

(3) That you visit the sick, the poor and 
the indigent, and, insofar as consistent with 
your other official duties, supervise the Chris- 
tian education of youth. 

(4) That you observe the constitution and 
by-laws of this congregation. 

In behalf of the congregation we pledge 
ourselves, on our side: 

(1) That we, as is seemly for a Christian 
congregation, will respect those who occupy 
teaching positions in the congregation, and that 
we will obey them, in accordance with the Word 
of God, the constitution, by-laws and resolutions 
of our congregation. 

(2) That we, as well as the chosen elders 
and trustees of the congregation, and all its 
members, according to calling, gifts and oppor- 
tunities will aid you, with action and advice, in 
carrying out the duties of your office and in 
maintaining the orderliness of the congregation 
as well as useful discipline within the congre- 
gation. 

(3) That we, as behooves a Christian con- 
gregation, are willing to share everything good 
with those who teach us, and therefore, we 


obligate; ourselves: tompa ya Voum =e 
Dollars in the form of a fixed salary and also 
three annual church-festival offerings as well 
as the revenues accruing from official duties. 
All this we require and promise in behalf of 
Bethany Lutheran congregation, praying that 
the Master Shepherd and Supervisor may guide 
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you and us through His Holy Ghost, for the 
edification of the congregation to the further 
upbuilding of the congregation upon the eternal 
foundation in Zion which is Jesus Christ. 

(4) No one may be elected as pastor of 
this congregation unless he has been duly exam- 
ined and ordained for the office of preacher. 


SECTION G. 
Duties of the Deacons 


Par. 1. The deacons, separately, must be 
models for the congregation, and in their lives 
they must show others a good example. They 
must visit the sick and the poor, and bring help 
and comfort to the extent that the grace of God 
endows them. 

Par. 2. In the absence of the pastor, or 
during a vacancy, they must care for the spirit- 
ual needs of the congregation so that it may 
not be neglected more than is necessary. 

Par. 3. When the congregation conducts a 
religious school, it is the duty of the congrega- 
tional council to supervise the school, its pupils 
and teachers, and also to remind the parents 
of their duties toward their children, in case 
neglect takes place. 

Par. 4. The congregational council meets 
when necessary to consider the spiritual state 
of the congregation, attendance at the services, 
the needs of the poor, and all other measures 
that may contribute to the growth of the con- 
gregation and to the alleviation of poverty 
wherever it is found. 

Par. 5. They elect among themselves a sec- 
retary who keeps a record of all resolutions 
carried by the congregational council. 

Par. 6. The congregational council shall 
dismiss all complaints that are not in accord- 
ance with Section C of the by-laws. 

Par. 7. In conjunction with the pastor the 
deacons constitute, during his absence, or dur- 
ing a vacancy, the congregational council, alone. 

Par. 8. If a deacon dies, or for some other 
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reason resigns before the term of his office has 
expired, or if he is not present at the annual 
meeting without a valid reason, his position will 
be filled by regular election at a regular congre- 
gational meeting. 


SECTION H. 
Trustees and Their Duties 


Par. 1. The board of trustees shall preserve 
the property of the congregation in a legal man- 
ner; guard its valuable papers and adopt meas- 
ures to see that the church edifice and other 
property be kept in good condition for the free 
and unhindered use of the congregation. They 
have no authority over the property of the con- 
gregation other than that duly vested in them 
by a congregational meeting. 

Par. 2. In every respect they are to be 
servants of the congregation; in that capacity, 
they shall: 

(a) Keep the church building heated and 
lighted when necessary, provided that the con- 
gregation appropriates the requisite amounts of 
money for that purpose. 

(b) Take steps to prevent damages to the 
church building, and also must present to the 
congregation motions calling for necessary and 
useful repairs. 

(ec) Collect contributions for defraying the 
expenditures of the congregation, in accordance 
with the resolutions of the congregation. 

(d) Surrender all such contributions to the 
treasurer of the congregation, and will obtain a 
receipt from him. 

(e) Supervise the treasury of the congre- 
gation and be authorized to demand conference 
with the treasurer when deemed necessary. 

(f) Have authority to spend any arnount 
up to $25 for the benefit of the congregation, 
without the express approval of the congrega- 
tion, when they have reached an agreement 
with the treasurer. 
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(g) The board of trustees should meet 
when necessary. Among its own members it 
elects a secretary who keeps a record of the 
decisions of the board. 


Par. 3. If any trustee dies, or for some 
other reason resigns his office before his term 
of office has expired, or if he is not present at 
the annual meeting without a valid excuse, his 
office is to be filled by election at the congre- 
gational meeting for the remaining part of his 
term. 


SECTION I. 
Duties of the Treasurer. 


Par. 1. The treasurer shall administer the 
treasury of the congregation; issue receipts for 
all contributions accumulating for the purpose 
of covering the expenditures of the congrega- 
tion, and also make payments pursuant to the 
decisions of the trustees, and accept receipts 
therefor. 


Par. 2. At the request of the board of 
trustees the treasurer shall appear at the meet- 
ings of said board and, if so requested, present 
the account books for examination. 

Par. 3. The treasurer shall present to the 
annual congregational meeting a revised report 
of the treasury’s status, from which the con- 
gregation makes decisions in accordance with 
the report. 

Par. 4. The treasurer shall deposit in bank 
all contributions received and shall make all 
payments by check. 


SECTION J. 
Concerning Changes of the By-Laws 

Motions for alterations of, and additions to, 
these by-laws shall be filed, in written form, 
with a congregational meeting, and cannot be 
acted upon until the next succeeding congre- 
gational meeting takes place; then two-thirds 
majority is required for a decision. 
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
OF 
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OF ASTORIA, OREGON 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRES- 
ENTS, That we, ANDREW NESS, WILHELM 
SANDNESS, and J. MARTIN JOHNSON, 
Trustees of Bethany Lutheran Church of Asto- 
ria, Oregon, having been duly elected in accord- 
ance with the usages and regulations of said 
Church, hereby and do form a corporation 
under the corporation laws of the State of Ore- 
gon, and do hereby make and subscribe, in 
triplicate, the following 


ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION: 
ARTICLE I. 


The name assumed by this corporation and 
by which name it shall be known is BETHANY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ASTORIA, ORE- 
GON, and the duration thereof shall be per- 
petual. 

ARTICLE II. 

The objects, business, and pursuit of said 
corporation shall be the advancement of the 
interests of said above-named Church in the 
City of Astoria, County of Clatsop, State of 
Oregon, and vicinity, and to maintain religious 
services, and promulgate Christian doctrine ac- 
cording to the principles and tenets of the 
Lutheran Free Church; and to conduct said 
Church in accordance with the regulations, 
rules, usages, and discipline of the Lutheran 
Free Church in the United States of America, 
and in accordance with the Constitution of said 
Bethany Lutheran Church of Astoria, Oregon; 
and to that end the corporation shall have 
power and authority to own, hold and acquire 
real, personal or mixed property by gift, dona- 
tion, devise or purchase, and to sell, dispose of, 
convey, lease or mortgage any of such real, 
personal, or mixed property, and the said cor- 
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poration shall have power and authority to 
borrow money to further its objects, and shall 
be clothed with the power generally to do and 
perform each and every act and thing neces- 
sary, proper or convenient to carry out the 
objects and purposes of its organization. 


ARTICLE III. 


The estimated value of the property pos- 
sessed by the said Church at this date is $500.00, 
and the sources of revenue or income thereof 
are subscriptions, voluntary contributions and 
donations of its friends and members. 


ARTICLE IV. 

The title of the officers making these 
Articles of Incorporation is Trustees of Bethany 
Lutheran Church of Astoria, Oregon, duly 
elected and qualified as such, and the successors 
of said Trustees in office are elected by the 
church membership and organization by a 
majority vote of the members present at each 
annual church meeting held on the second 
Thursday in January in each year, in accord- 
ance with the Constitution of said Church. 


ARTICLE V. 


The present location of the Church or place 
of worship of said Church is Franklin Avenue, 
within the corporate limits of the City of 
Astoria, County of Clatsop, State of Oregon. 


In WITNESS WHEREOF, We, the Trust- 
ees aforesaid, have hereunto set our hands and 
seals to these presents, executed in triplicate, 
this 2nd day of May, A. D. 1936. 


Signed in presence of: 
NANNIE A. JOHNSON 
MARTHA J. JOHNSON 


ANDREW NESS (Seal) 
WILHELM SANDNESS (Seal) 
J. MARTIN JOHNSON (Seal) 
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STATE OF OREGON ) 
ss. 
COUNTY OF CLATSOP ) 


THIS CERTIFIES, That on this 2nd day of 
May A. D. 1936, before me, the undersigned, a 
Notary Public in and for the State of Oregon, 
personally appeared the within named 
ANDREW NESS, WILHELM SANDNESS, and 
J. MARTIN JOHNSON, Trustees of Bethany 
Lutheran Church of Astoria, Oregon, known to 
me to be the identical persons described in and 
who executed the within Articles of Incorpora- 
tion, and acknowledged to me that they exe- 
cuted the same for the uses and purposes 
therein mentioned. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed my Notarial Seal the 
day and year last above written. 

(Seal) NANNIE A. JOHNSON, 
Notary Public in and for Oregon. 
My commission expires June 4, 1938. 
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